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Since 1964, Vancou-
ver-based West Coast Re-
duction Ltd. (WCRL) has
provided critical services to
farms, feedlots, restaurants,
supermarkets and proces-
sors of beef, pork, poultry
and fish. For decades, the
company has quietly re-
duced food waste, diverted
materials from landfill, and
supplied feedstocks to ad-
vanced bio-fuel manufactur-
ers and pet food suppliers.
But its unique placement at
the Port of Vancouver and
the development of its ex-
tensive tank farm facilities
also allows the family-owned
business to provide a critic-
al link in the export of Can-
adian canola oil to overseas
markets.

The canola story might
begin at family farms in
Alberta or Saskatchewan,
which increasingly rely on
the sale of valuable canola
to domestic and global mar-
kets. When the plant chan-
ges colour from green to
yellow, the crop is harvested
and shipped to one of west-
ern Canada’s crushing and
refining plants where the oil-
rich seeds are processed. In a
value-added process, grain is
separated into oil and meal,
with the meal portion sold
as an ingredient in livestock
feed, pet food and fertiliz-
er. Oil destined for export
travels by rail in tanker cars

across Canada. Canola oil
bound for overseas markets
arrives at west coast tide-
water ports.

“Our bulk storage tanks at
the Port of Vancouver offer
a capacity of 83,000 metric
tonnes,” says Jared Girman,
director of government re-
lations and strategic initia-
tives at WCRL. “That ranks
us among the largest in-
dependent facilities in North
America and makes us the
largest independent tank
farm terminal on the Can-
adian west coast. Here, we

store canola oil, vegetable
oils, and tallow and ship it to
destinations worldwide.”

Tank farm capacity was
initially developed to han-
dle peak storage for WCRL’s
tallow products. Now hand-
ling a variety of commod-
ities, each liquid product
is pumped through secure
underground, colour-coded
lines to metal holding tanks.
Both canola oil and kosher
canola oil are pumped and
stored separately for their
respective exportmarkets.

“We work with agricul-

tural tanker vessels,” says
Girman. “Most of the ves-
sels we load range in cap-
acity from about 30,000 to
50,000 metric tonnes. We
typically load anywhere
from 5,000 to 20,000 metric
tonnes at any one time. The
majority of our shipments
are destined for overseas
markets. We handle about
half of Canada’s canola ship-
ments destined for Asia, led
by China. Many shipments
are also bound to market
destinations in Singapore,
India and Japan.”

The oils are then used for
a variety of purposes, from
food ingredients to cooking
oil. The tallow is used as a
feedstock for renewable
bio-fuel. Mixed with trad-
itional fuels, bio-fuels pro-
vide more energy efficient
blends that reduce the pro-
duction of greenhouse gases.
These biofuels are used both
in the province and overseas.

WCRL is a member of
the Green Marine initiative,
an environmental certifica-
tion program for the North
American marine industry
that addresses key environ-
mental issues through 13
performance indicators as
verified by an accredited
third party.

Looking to the future, the
Canola Council of Canada
reports that the Canadian
canola industry’s strategic
plan supports sustainable
growth in canola produc-
tion and processing to meet
global market demand of 26
million tonnes by 2025, with
an increase in the value of
exports estimated at $3.5 bil-
lion. Shipping capacity is in-
tegral to that strategic plan.

“More than 90 per cent
of our canola is destined
for export,” says the coun-
cil’s president, Jim Everson.

“Maintenance and expan-
sion of port infrastructure
plays a critical role in facili-
tating trade and reaching
Canada’s potential for ex-
port growth.”

WCRL’s tank farm cap-
acity was developed over
decades. It required millions
of dollars of investment to
build and then to develop
the ship-loading infra-
structure that integrates it
into Canada’s busiest mar-
ine shipping port.

“The development of this
unique capacity allows us
to handle approximately
one million tonnes of li-
quid products annually,”
says Girman. “And at our
location, we’re strategically
positioned to meet the grow-
ing demand for these oil
products with the ability to
accept oils by rail from dis-
tant agricultural producers.
Currently, there are no other
integrated facilities on the
west coast of North Amer-
ica that can capitalize on the
expanding opportunity in
the renewable fuel industry
— or provide the capacity to
deliver Canada’s agricultural
oils to overseasmarkets.”

Formore information
please visit .wcrl.com
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Delivering agricultural oils
to global markets

West Coast Reduction tank facility critical to Canadian canola exports to global markets

AWest Coast Reduction worker checks on Canola oil bound for international markets. SUPPLIED

Since 1964, Vancouver-based West Coast Reduction Ltd. (WCRL) has
provided critical services to farms, feedlots, restaurants, supermarkets

and processors of beef, pork, poultry and fish. SUPPLIED

THIS STORY WAS CREATED BY CONTENT WORKS, POSTMEDIA’S COMMERCIAL CONTENT DIVISION, ON BEHALF OF WEST COAST REDUCTION LTD.


